Speciall Back to back on Ruan Kruger

Nobody taught me, | didn't get lessons or
anything like that. Just the fact that you can
tell kids cool stories - like this, maybe - is
nice. It's a lot cooler for them.

Q: So, it's a different level of interaction?
Ruan K: Yeah, it's a different level. And it's
very cool - and you know how the younger
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Ruan Kruger with bandmates (left to right): Twin
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star by night, has been
feaching at DFC since 2013
and is in two Afrikaans

bands.

Straatlig Kinders (Streetlight Children) has
been going strong for over 8 years, and
Moses Metroband for over 4 years.

Ruan has been playing the drums for over
a decade.

Q: Do you play any other instruments
besides the drums, and if so do you have a
favorite?

Ruan K: Well yes, there's piano as well.
But | literally just started piano at the
beginning of this year [interviewed in
2014], so I'm frying to master it now! |
wrote my first song on the piano a week
ago, so I'm very proud of that. But my
favorite's obviously drums, | mean, I've
been doing it the best and | started with it.
He added that he also plays guitar, and he
used to play that in a third band,
“Ekhouvanjou,okay! (I Like You, Okay!) but
sadly, it disbanded in 2014.

Q: Could you describe what it's like being
in a band? What are the ups and downs?
Ruan K: There's a lot of ups, there's a lot
of downs. Let me think of the most
€OMMON Ones...

You don't get a lot of sleep. | don't think the other
teachers knew it, but | nearly died in the week
before mid-term break [of 2014]: we played in an
Afrikaans festival in Potschefstroom (it's a small
town. All of us - in Straatligkinders - come from
there). There were seven shows in five days from a
Tuesday through to Saturday and there was a show
from 1-2 AMevery mormning, and | had to
[repeatedly] drive through, come back. It was the
Thursday and the Wednesday where there were two
shows on the day, so that's the "down” of it. When
it's busy, it's retardedly busy, you get no sleep; but
when it's quiet it's really quiet. November months
are so relaxed, | do absolutely nothing!

Q: How did you get into teaching?

Ruan K: Basically, | spoke to a friend who also
teaches — but she does Drama — and she told me
that the way music, orin her case drama, changed
her life and gave her a lot of opportunities. She did it
for personal reasons though, because she had a
difficult time growing up, but | did it, purely, for doors
that opened, that would have never opened if | just
went to study, or did "normal work” - let's put it that
way. There's stuff that happens, that can never be
replaced. You can work at the biggest company, but
you can't get these types of emotional experiences

Q: | suppose there's a reason why they're
cliché.

Ruan K: Yeah, and it's great hearing
people's stories. [How] something as
common as a line that's in a song
completely changed their lives and they tell
you what it did for them, or what it meant to
them - that's amazing. One of the groups is
almost "Christian based" if | can put it that
way, but it's in a rebellious kind of way, so
there's lot of people - you know how politics
work, and religion and stuff like that, there's
a lot of controversy, so there's alot of
people who want to say something but
they're not always allowed to say
something, or they'll get abandoned or
people will think they're weird.

Q: So kind of like a voice for the people?
Ruan K: Yeah, it's very cool

Q: What do you enjoy most about teaching
music?

Ruan K: Putting a spark in somebody's
mind, opening something there that you
didn't know was there.

Q: Being in the music business yourself, are
there any other musicians that you look up
to, or inspires or influences you?

Ruan K: Yeah, there's a lot, but not from
my country [laughs]. | think our country's
too small for that.
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A Marilyn Monroe Mural by lvy Chen
The assignment was to find a famarswork and replicate it onto
the art classroom walls as our canvas. | chose to paint the famo
Marilyn Monroe with a skull face which was originally done by
British-born Pop Artist George loannou. | chose this artwork
because ofhe bright colors used and my admiration for Marilyn
Monroe. It was something differentrom traditional Pop art like
the ones Andy Warhol created which caught my eye even more
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6 Things That | Love/Hate about South Africa
- Jade Anglin

*MPWF IPX FWFSZPOF JT TMPXMZ HSPXJOH VQ KVTU TP UIFZ DBO CFDPNF UIFJS QBH
companies or by becoming Soccer Moms)

| hate that everyone has their best friends decided for them at birth and t he way that people are only friends
because their parents were friends during pregnancy.
| hate that most people here live in a Dainfern Bubble and have learned to ignore the poverty and rape.

*MPWF IPX JUIT TP FBTZ U P poliselseéurify FEWitQ M Fmoney, juice, or even similar interests).
*MPWF UIBU UIFSF JT TVDI B UIJOH BT TRVBUUFSTI SJHIUT BOE UIBU 4" IBT POF P(
no one follows it.

| hate that everyone rushes to grow up and forgets to have a childhood ( underage sex ).
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